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WELCOME TO THE FINAL NEWSLETTER FOR 2023 
 

Following a very successful programme in 
2023 we can advise that the planning for 
the 2024 programme is now underway.  To 
enable you to plan ahead the dates are listed 
in this newsletter. Further details of  Course 
1 will follow in the first Newsletter for 
2023.  
 
At the AGM on November 10 we advised 
members that there will be no change in 
the annual subscription which will remain 
at $90.00 for the 2024 year. Details on what 
is covered in the subscription and payment 
methods follow under the heading Annual 
membership.  We would ask members to 
pay this at the earliest opportunity, 
preferably by 31 January 2024. 
 
We have also attached several other 
documents to this Newsletter. 
 
a) Draft Minutes of  the AGM held on 19 

November.  Please check these and let 
our Secretary Pip Voller know by return 
email of  any corrections to these by 31 
January, 2024 

b) A copy of  the Chair’s Annual Report to 
the AGM. 

c) As agreed at the AGM we will now be 
meeting in the Kahikitea Room at 
Rāraka Riccarton Centre (199 Clarence 
Street). A street map showing the 
location of  our new venue is attached 

 
 

PROPOSED 2024 PROGRAMME DATES 
 

Course 1 
February 16 to March 15  
Judith Coullie on the English poet, translator, 
and satirist Alexander Pope 

 
Course 2 

April 5, 19 and 26 and May 3 and 10 
 
Course 3 

May 24 to June 21  
 
Course 4 

July 12 to August 9 
 
Course 5 

August 30 to September 27 
 
Course 6 

October 25 and November 1, 8 and 22  
 

AGM 
November 22  
 

End of  Year Lunch 
November 29  
 
 

Other possible topics together with more detail on 
Course 1 will be advised in the first Newsletter for 
2023. 
 
We also expect to have a Day trip by bus in 
October. 
 
 
 



U3A Arts Centre, Information for Members, 2024 
 
 

Our NEW meeting location for 2024 will be in 
the Kahikitea Room at Rāraka Riccarton 
Centre (199 Clarence Street). Lectures are on a 
Friday and are usually around a common topic 
known as a Course. Each course consists of  5 
weekly lectures with a gap of  two to three 
weeks between courses. The Mini Course at the 
end of  the year is shorter. Lectures are held on 
Friday mornings. 
 
Members are notified by newsletter either by 
post or preferably email, prior to each course. 
 
 
Annual membership 
Membership is from 1 January to 31 December 
in any one year. A single fee of  $90.00 is 
payable before the end of  January. This covers 
all lectures. but does not include the Bus Trip or 
the End of  Year lunch. Members may arrange 
payment with our Treasurer, Clyde Phillips, 322-
8849 or at ctam@xtra.co.nz 
 
If  paying by Internet banking, please add your 
name and the subject(s) of  the payment e.g. 
Membership Fee, bus trip charge, etc. Our bank 
account number is 06-0996-0091423-00. 
 
 
Rārakau Riccarton Centre opens at 9.45am in 
order for  members to meet for morning tea at 
10am. The lectures start at 10.30am. 
 
 
In the Foyer. Be aware that the foyer is a public 
place and ensure that your handbags etc, are 
safe at all times. Please make sure that you are 
not blocking the ability of  the public to pass. 
 
 
Name cards are provided for enrolled 
members. Wearing a name card confirms your 
membership. Please remember to wear yours at 
each function.  
 
 
 
 

Attendance Register. Members will, on arrival, be 
invited to tick their attendance in the Register at the 
reception desk in the lecture room. Please ensure 
that you carry out this function as we may need to 
provide the venue with a list of  attendees in the 
event of  an emergency. 
 
 
Members wishing to bring a friend may invite 
them to one lecture. The entry price for your 
visitor will be $5. If  they wish to attend a lectures 
series (of  5 lectures) then a discounted rate of  $20 
is payable at the commencement of  the series. 
 
 
New members. When coming to your first 
meeting, please identify yourself  to a committee 
member who will be wearing a name card with a 
red dot upon it. The committee member will 
welcome you and see that you obtain your name 
card. 
 
Please inform a member of  the Committee if  any 
liquid or food is spilled while having morning tea.  
 
 
Question Time.  Unless a speaker indicates that 
questions are welcome during the lecture, please 
refrain from asking a question until the end of  the 
address. Indicate to the Chair that you have a 
question by raising your hand and wait for the 
microphone. When asking questions, please hold 
the roving microphone horizontally and speak 
directly into it so we may all hear. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
We wish you all the best for the New Year and 
look forward to seeing you in 2024! 
 
Your U3A Committee 
 



               Minutes of U3A Arts Centre AGM, 10th November 2023, 10.30am. 
 

Welcome  Wallace Woodley welcomed us to the meeting. 
 

Apologies  Susan McDonald, Peter & Lynne Williams, Jan Wikaira, Don McNickle, Jane 
Symonds. 

 
Minutes of the last AGM  These were taken as read and confirmed. Merv/Wendy. 

 
Chairperson’s Report  Wallace presented a  full report (enclosed), covering the lectures and 
activities for the year, and also thanked the committee for their contributions. He also brought 
to our attention that in spite of having visitor guests paying for individual courses, the 
increasing costs of maintaining our schedule such as building hire, speaker’s fees, etc, the 
committee has determined that some hard decisions will need to be made as we move forward. 
He reported that under General Business today we will be discussing a possible change of 
meeting venue for next year or a large increase in our subscription fee. The treasurer, Clyde, 
will also discuss this further today. Wallace/Clyde. 

 
Treasurer’s Report  Clyde presented the financial report (enclosed). As mentioned in the 
Chairperson’s report, Clyde explained that at this stage we can’t rely on our reserves any 
longer. This was shown on the data projector (also enclosed in a printed version). He reported 
that we have to make a decision whether to stay in the present location and raise the sub to 
$120 or find a new venue where we could keep the sub at $90 a year. Also some speakers are 
asking a higher fee now. It was mentioned that there are at least 5 other U3A groups in this 
vicinity and perhaps we should change our venue to another area. Clyde/Jenny. 

 
General Business  

 
Research into possible new venue 

 
As discussed in both the Chairperson’s report and the Treasurer's report, research needed to be 
made into the possibility of shifting to a new venue. Wendy Gallagher has very kindly put a 
lot of time and energy into doing this. Earlier in the week she arranged a meeting for the 
committee to inspect the Kahikitea Room at the Riccarton Community Centre, 199 Clarence 
Street. 

 
The facilities available include stackable seats, projector, wide screen, full kitchen services, 
and ample nearby free parking.The charge would be $32 per hour (no extra charge for the 
kitchen) and a smaller room would be available at $16 for committee meetings (if 
required).The venue is currently unreserved on Friday mornings next year. We would need to 
bring to each meeting materials such as refreshment items and our banner. The building is 
only about 6 months old and includes high technology so we would not need to bring a data 
projector, etc. 
Our subscription fee could remain the same, or be adjusted slightly, depending on the number 
of members opting to transfer, but the catchment area is wide and there is no apparent 
competition with other U3As nearby. New members may be attracted to this venue which is 
also on a bus route and close to Riccarton Mall. 

 
After discussion, it was moved that we arrange to shift to the Riccarton Community Centre 
after completing the necessary application procedure. Again Wendy has agreed to do this. 
Wallace thanked Wendy for all the work she has put into this. It was a unanimous decision. 
Lorraine Walker/David Chilvers. 



 
Election of Officers and Committee 

 
After several years of skilled leadership Wallace has decided to stand down from being Chair- 
person.  He was thanked for all his work and the committee decided to present him with Life 
Membership. Teresa has decided to stand down also. She was thanked for her long service to 
the committee and her work on the Welcome Desk. 

 
The 2024 Officers and committee are as follows: 

 
Chairperson  Wendy Gallagher 
Deputy Chairperson Merv Altments 
Secretary Pip Voller 
Treasurer Clyde Phillips 
Committee Annette Byers, Sandra Lamont, Jenny Tait, Peter Williams, Wallace Woodley. 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.30am. 

 







Rārakau Riccarton Centre Street View 
199 Clarence Street 
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